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PERSI 
By Jerry Hale 

 
 Our genealogy room at the DeLand Library has a new resource that will be a great 
help to us all. 
 
 The PERSI or Periodical Source Index is a CD-ROM that I recently donated to 
the Library.  The PERSI is a project started by the Allen County Public Library in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana.  The project was undertaken in 1999 and currently indexes nearly 2 
million articles. 
 

As of mid 2002 the six people who work on PERSI full time "have indexed 60% 
of every genealogy article of any importance that has ever been written."1 
 
 From the introduction on the CD: "PERSI is a comprehensive subject index of 
periodical articles on genealogy and local history written in English and French 
(Canadian entries) since 1800. The collection also includes literature dating from the 
1700s, although the collection before 1800 is less complete. PERSI is a work in progress-
-In the current May 2000 release, Allen County Public Library added more than 400,000 
citations, bringing the total number of fully searchable records to more than 1.5 million. 
The index catalogs almost 5,500 different periodicals, listing every article according to 
locality, family (surname), and/or research method." 
 
 A year or two ago Allen County Public Library teamed with Ancestry and since 
then Ancestry has taken over the task of publishing the PERSI while the Library crew 
concentrates on the indexing.2  Because the CD-ROM at our library is published by 
Ancestry you must use the Ancestry View program to view and search this PERSI CD-
ROM. 
 
 After the computer is up and running select the PERSI CD-ROM and place it into 
the CD-ROM reader on the computer.  Double click the Ancestry View icon on the 
desktop and the viewer will come up with a list of all of the Ancestry libraries available 
on the computer.   "Periodical Source Index (PERSI) 2000" will be listed.  When you 
click on the PERSI listing the viewer will bring up the title page.  On the left side of the 
screen you will see "Search Wizard."  Click on that icon and you will see the list of 8 
different possibilities for searching the PERSI. 
 
 The Ancestry Viewer's Search Wizard is among the best I have used.  I decided to 
search for any articles that mentioned the Hale family in Ontario, Canada.   I filled in 
"State or Province" Ontario, "Country" Canada, "Title Keyword" Hale.  Just above, the 
Wizard informed me that there were 10,907 articles about Ontario, Canada and 767 
articles with Hale in the title but 0 instances of the two occurring together.  I quickly 
changed the "Title Keyword" box to "Births 1867."   Not much of an improvement.  
Births, 5126 hits, 1867,  2029 hits, but still 0 hits for "Ontario Canada Births 1867." 
 



 After some changing of the search criteria I finally hit upon "Ontario, Sarnia, 
Births 1867. BINGO The Wizard immediately found a single article that had appeared in 
"Lambdon Lifeline," a periodical I had never heard of, entitled "Lambdon Births and 
Marriages 1867."   Clicking on "Lambdon Lifeline" I was presented with the following 
expanded listing: 
 
View All PERSI entries for this periodical 
PERSI Code: CNLF Topics: Canada 
Issues per Year: 4 
Other Titles: Old Title: Pioneer Lifeline  
ACPL Holdings: v.1- 1984- 
ACPL Call Number:  
ISSN Number: 0843-5669 
Other repositories holding this title include: Allen County Public Library 
  
Publisher: Lambton County Branch, OGS  
Publisher Address: POB 2857, Sarnia, Ontario, Canada,   N7T 7W1 
 
 Apparently Sarnia is in Lambdon County Ontario.  I might have searched forever 
and never found this item because I didn't think to search for the county in Ontario even 
though I would have immediately known to do that for Illinois.  As you see I'm still a 
struggling "baby genealogist." 
 
 The listing informs that the magazine resides at the Allen Public Library so I can 
order a reprint. 
 
 To order copies of articles located through PERSI one must request an order 
blank from the Allen County Public Library, P.O. Box 2270, Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2270 
(send a self addressed stamped envelope) or by printing the form from the Internet.  Find 
that form at:  http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/database/graphics/order_form.html  
 
 I am also adding that form to a CD-ROM of Genealogy Forms that I will place 
into the CD-ROM collection drawer at the library.  You can put the CD into the computer 
and locate the PERSI application form and send it to the printer. 
 
 Fill out the application form with all of the information in the PERSI listing and 
mail the application to the library (address above,) along with a check for $7.50.  The 
library will return the article in 6 to 8 weeks along with a bill for 20 cents per page for 
copying. 
 
 Each application form can request up to six articles for the same $7.50 so, if you 
are not in a big hurry to have the article, you might want to wait until you have filled the 
form with six articles and save some money. 
 
1- "Making the Best of PERSI" by Beverly Smith Vorpahl; Family Chronicle, May/June 2002 pg 29 
2- "Periodical Sources" by David Thackery from the Internet. 
 





PERiodical Source Index (PERSI) 
   
Description: 
PERSI is an index to articles written in 5,000 genealogical journals and other 
publications in the U.S. and abroad. Use PERSI to find articles written about people 
and places in your ancestry and save yourself hours of research! This update to 
PERSI includes tens of thousands of new records that have been produced and 
indexed by the Allen County Public Library in 1999. Commonly referred to as the 
"annual update," and comprising two new print volumes, this data increases 
PERSI's size to approximately 1.48 million entries.  
 
What is PERSI? 
 
The Periodical Source Index, or PERSI, is a subject index to genealogical and local 
history periodicals. Periodicals are simply publications produced regularly as part 
of a series--magazines, newsletters, journals, etc. An amazing number of 
genealogical records and knowledge is published in these periodicals every year. 
PERSI is an index to this material. 
 
PERSI began as an ambitious project of the Allen County Public Library in Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. Their lofty goal was to gather all genealogical periodicals, both 
past and present, and index their contents. This growing database has become the 
largest dataset of its kind, containing over 1 million references to helpful articles. 
 
How is PERSI organized? 
 
The Periodical Source Index CD-ROM is organized in to the following four main 
sections:  
 
Surname Section  
Locality Section  
Research Methodologies Section  
PERSI Bibliography  
 
The Surname Section lists genealogical articles about specific people or families. A 
search in this section by surname or keyword will find all matching articles, 
regardless of where these families resided. 
 
The Locality Section indexes genealogical articles concerning specific regions of the 
United States, Canada, and the world. Researchers using the Periodical Source 
Index can filter searches to a specific country, Canadian province or U.S. state, and 
even to a specific county within that state. 
 
The Research Methodologies Section indexes "how-to" articles on various subjects. 
The Allen County Public Library has categorized these articles into the following 
subjects: 



 
Biographies  
Cemetery Records  
Census Records  
Church Records  
Court Records  
Deeds  
Directories  
History  
Institutions  
Land Records  
Maps  
Military Recoreds  
Naturalization  
Obituaries  
Other  
Passenger Lists  
School Records  
Tax Lists  
Vital Records  
Voter Lists  
Wills  
 
The PERSI Bibliography lists the various publications referenced in the other three 
main PERSI sections. The section also lists the organizations responsible for 
publication, to enable researchers to obtain back copies.  
 
How can PERSI help me? 
 
Curt Witcher, Allen County Public Library, said "Without checking genealogical 
periodicals, researchers miss out on arguably 25%-30% of the available knowledge 
on a given topic. 
 
Researchers use PERSI to locate articles that may help them. Thousands and 
thousands of articles are written every year about various genealogical or historical 
topics. Rather than duplicate exacting research already performed, individuals 
should read articles that save them time by making them aware of new (or obscure) 
sources, helping them understand a record type or records repository, or actually 
laying out the history and relationships of a given family. 
 
Are all periodicals indexed in PERSI? 
 
Though PERSI has grown much throughout its existence, and will be updated on an 
annual basis, there are many periodicals, both current and historical, that have not 
yet found its way into the collection. However, PERSI is by far the largest collection 
of its kind.  



 
Source Information: 
 
Allen County Public Library. Periodical Source Index. Updated semi-annually. 
[database on-line] Provo, UT: Ancestry.com, 1998-. Original data: Allen County 
Public Library. Periodical Source Index, Fort Wayne, IN: Allen County Public 
Library Foundation, 1985-. 
 
What Do I Do Now? 
 
Once articles of interest are located in the Periodical Source Index, there are several 
methods a researcher can then employ to acquire a copy of the full text of the 
original article(s). 
 
Be sure to record from the index the information about the article you wish to 
obtain, including article title, periodical title, volume, issue, etc. 
 
Clicking the article's hyperlinked title will reveal the appropriate periodical entry in 
the PERSI bibliography. This entry lists the name and address of the periodical's 
publisher. Call or write to the organization or individual to request information 
about ordering back issues of their publication. 
 
In addition, the PERSI bibliography may list several records repositories and 
libraries in the United States (including the Allen County Public Library) who have 
at least some issues of the periodical in question. While only a few major libraries 
may be listed, you may also want to check your local academic or research library 
for back issues. 
 
The Allen County Public Library has the back issues of all periodicals indexed in 
PERSI. You may contact the library for copies of the articles at the following 
addresss:  
 
Historical Genealogy Department 
Research Center 
Allen County Public Library 
P.O. Box 2270 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46801-2270 
 



PERIODICAL SOURCES: 
(PERSI and more /H/) 

DON’T BE PUT OFF BY THE UNCERTAINTY OF PERIODICAL CONTENTS 
By David Thackery 

 
In most libraries, a perennial subject of debate is the importance of 

periodicals in the acquisitions budget.  Their number seems ever on the increase, 
prompting many librarians to wonder whether the use of periodicals by library 
patrons – or the lack of use – justifies the increasing demand on their budgets. 

 
In many respects, the linked fields of genealogy and local history are not 

immune from these considerations.  And from my own observation it seems that 
genealogists are often reluctant to explore periodicals, at least in a library setting.  
The reasons vary.  Some researchers may be put off by the uncertainty of periodical 
contents (a nicely indexed county history or a book of probate abstracts may seem 
more of a “sure thing”).  The time it might require to examine a complete run of a 
journal or newsletter is another consideration for researchers. 

 
In addressing these concerns, I would begin by affirming the importance of 

periodical literature in this field.  While we often find that periodicals contain some 
of the usual “bread and butter” types of genealogical source material, such as 
cemetery readings and vital records, perhaps of greater importance are the more 
unusual materials which are published in periodicals, records that are less 
frequently reproduced in book format.  These materials may include such things as 
lists of unclaimed letters in nineteenth century post offices, indexes to local 
enlistment and bounty files, or apprentice indenture records. 

 
Sometimes you will find the most unexpected things.  For example, a recent 

issue of NORTH CAROLINA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY JOURNAL contained 
a list of North Carolina settlers in Monroe County, Indiana.  Researchers of Monroe 
County might find this piece of interest, but how many would regularly peruse this 
journal of the “Old North State” to encounter such an article?  Not many, to be 
sure. 

 
Of course, the entry for a journal title in the library catalog¿ will rarely 

describe the articles contained in the periodical.  That is not the function of a catalog 
any more than it is to provide chapter titles in a historical work or the plot of a 
novel. 

 
Even so, the use of periodicals does not have to be cumbersome or overly 

time-consuming, since important tools are available to assist the researcher in using 
them.  By far the most important is the PERIODICAL SOURCE INDEX (PERSI) 
published by the Allen County Public Library n Fort Wayne, Indiana.  This is a 
subject index to the genealogical and local historical periodical literature.  The 
annual volumes began publication in 1987, indexing the subjects of recent periodical 
literature by “location” for local historical pieces or record transcriptions, and by 
“family” for pieces which are explicitly genealogical or biographical.  To return to 



the earlier example, a researcher with an interest in Monroe County, Indiana, 
would quite easily learn of the NORTH CAROLINA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
JOURNAL article in PERSI.  The “places” category is concerned primarily with 
U.S. sources with the arrangement being first by state and thereunder by county, 
with a further breakdown by topical category (cemeteries, vital records, etc.) within 
the county.  I might add that helpful and most welcome components of the 
periodical literature surveyed in PEPSI are the state historical journals, which can 
often contain important articles for specific genealogical and local historical 
research projects, but are seldom examined by genealogists. 

 
The important contributions of the PEPSI project are further enhanced by 

its retrospective subject indexing of the periodical literature to 1847, the year in 
which the country’s first genealogical periodical, the NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC 
GENEALOGICAL REGISTER, began publication.  This ambitious undertaking 
plans four sets of four volumes; three of the sets are already available.  The 
retrospective sets are organized in the same format as are the annual volumes, 
thereby supplying genealogists with the subject entry in the older – as well as the 
“dead” – periodical titles. 
To be sure, a comprehensive survey of PERSI on any topic has become more time-
consuming with the publication of the retrospective sets and the on-going annual 
publications; however, the time it takes to work through PERSI is a small price to 
pay for the subject entry it provides into hundreds of periodicals and the thousands 
of articles and transcriptions they contain.  In brief, you have not done everything 
possible in trying to solve a genealogical problem if you have not touched base with 
PERSI. 
 

Another similar source, which has been available since 1962, is the 
GENEALOGICAL PERIODICAL ANNUAL INDEX, currently published by 
Heritage Books.  Its mission is much the same as PERSI’s, although it indexes fewer 
periodicals.  Even so, it would be a mistake to ignore it, because its entries often 
contain more detail than those in PERSI, thus affording in some instances a better 
sense of an article’s contents. 

 
Of course, genealogists would usually like to go beyond subject indexing (e.g., 

“Johnson family”) to find indexing for every name n an article or record 
transcription (e.g., “Johnson, Harold”).  Such detailed indexing is relatively 
unusual; however, it does exist, and when it exists, it makes for a very important 
research tool. 

 
One such tool is E.G. Swem’s much-revered VIRGINIA HISTORICAL 

INDEX, published in 1934.  In addition to providing both every-name and subject 
indexing for the Calendar of Virginia State Papers and Hewing’s Statutes, it also 
indexes (up to the year of publication) the WILLIAM AND MARY QUARTERLY 
AND HISTORICAL MAGAZINE (first and second series), the VIRGINIA 
MAGAZINE OF HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHY, and TYLER’S 
HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL QUARTERLY, in addition to the lesser-



known LOWER NORFOLK COUNTY VIRGINIA ANTIQUARY and the 
VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER.  Given the importance of all these sources, 
a master index to them all – and especially one as well done as Swem’s – has great 
importance for Virginia research. 

 
A similar effort is Glenda K. Tramp’s and Michael L. Cook’s KENTUCKY 

GENEALOGICAL INDEX (Indianapolis, Indiana: Heritage House, 1985), which 
indexes KENTUCKY ANCESTORS, THE KENTUCKY PIONEER GENEALOGY 
AND RECORDS, and the EAST KENTUCKIAN. 

 
This more detailed type of indexing may also be found in the journals 

themselves, usually on an annual basis in the first or last number of the year.  When 
confronted with a formidable periodical run, a logical first step for the researcher is 
to look for such an index.  Thus, a periodical run of 10 or 20 years may become less 
of a chore to work through. 

 
There is often a cumulative every–name index to several volumes of a 

journal.  Several good examples are Barbara Walker’s index to the JOURNAL OF 
THE AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
(Bowie, Maryland: Heritage, 1991) and John Frederick Dolman’s INDEX TO THE 
“VIRGINIA GENEALOGIST” VOLUMES 1–20, 1957–1976 (Springfield, Va.: 
Genealogical Books in Print, 1981) – once again, Virginia is greatly blessed!  There 
is also Jean Warden’s index to the venerable NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL AND 
BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD for the years 1870 through 1982, which, while it does 
not index every name (such as names appearing in lists), is farther reaching than a 
general subject index.  And, of course, there is the indexing to places and persons for 
the first 50 volumes of the NEW ENGLAND HISTORICAL GENEALOGICAL 
REGISTER. 

 
Of course, genealogists do not need to limit their periodical use to library 

visits.  It is easy enough to subscribe if interest in an area or a surname warrants the 
expense.  However, the world of periodicals is a fluctuating one.  As far as “family 
newsletters” are concerned, current information can be found in the March/April 
issue of EVERTON’S GENEALOGICAL HELPER.  Also important in this regard 
is Elizabeth Bentley’s DIRECTORY OF FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS.  As for 
publications issued by genealogical societies, Meyer’s DIRECTORY OF 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES IN THE U.S.A. AND CANADA, published 
annually, can be a great help in identifying societies of interest and their 
publications.  Of course, the articles are often not the main draw for genealogical 
society quarterlies and newsletters.  Often the greatest help comes through 
published queries and pedigree charts.  Our best resource is often one another. 
In summary, genealogy, like any field, is constantly expanding, changing, evolving.  
To keep up with new publications and research tools – as well as being exposed to 
the occasional methodology piece, such as this one – the researcher should keep an 
eye on the periodical literature.  Who knows what may be found. 
 



"Making Connections Using Periodicals" 
======================================================= 
Genealogical magazines, newsletters and other periodicals can provide 
opportunities to make connections with other people working on the same 
lines you're researching. To how many of these periodicals do you 
subscribe?  If the answer is "None!" you may be missing the boat. 
 
In "Along Those Lines . . ." this week, I want to discuss several types of 
periodicals, and relate some personal experiences that I've had with them. 
 
TYPES OF PERIODICALS 
 
There are many types of genealogy periodicals.  You're reading one right 
now. Yes, "Along Those Lines . . ." is a weekly online genealogical 
periodical. Let's focus on the traditional printed periodicals: magazines, 
journals, newspapers, and newsletters. Each of these provides a method of 
sharing information and making contact with other researchers. Some 
periodicals offer a queries section in which people post notices regarding 
the surnames or specific individuals they are researching. Others accept 
articles from individuals that detail a specific line or present a 
biographical sketch of an individual. Some periodicals present 
transcriptions of specific types of records for a specific area. Still 
others describe a geographical area and/or recount its history. All of 
these can be potential contact points for you. 
 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH SPECIFIC PERIODICALS 
 
I've had some success with contents I've located in a number of 
periodicals, and I want to share several of these with you to provide some 
ideas. 
 
The most venerated genealogical queries periodical is Everton's 
Genealogical Helper. The content of the articles is geared toward 
beginners, but the sheer volume of queries and advertisements is amazing. 
Each issue of the magazine provides a terrific index of all the surnames in 
that edition, including surnames that appear in ads. The first thing I do 
when I receive the magazine is jump to the surname index. Then I comb 
through the whole magazine, surname by surname, and see what I can find. 
There are some who pooh-pooh this approach. I have, however, made some 
valuable contacts using Everton's Genealogical Helper. 
 
Don't overlook the ads for pedigree charts and family group sheets in 
Everton's! There are vendors who sell these at a very reasonable rate and, 
if you are looking for a somewhat unique surname, the investment of a few 
dollars in copies of these pedigree charts may provide you with the missing 
link you've been seeking. My investment in eighteen sets of family group 
sheets for the PRYOR surname gave me three more generations of names from 
two sources. The names and contact information on the sheets gave me 
additional people to write, and these ultimately resulted in my receiving 
copies of Bible records, several marriage licenses, a death certificate, 
and a detailed written account of one of the PRYOR men who avenged his 
father's murder by tracking his killers from Georgia to Texas and killing 
them. 
 
There are a number of other magazines besides Everton's that accept 
queries.  Southern Queries, another magazine out of Columbia, S.C., is a 
high quality magazine with great articles, book reviews and a great 
concentration of queries from all over the South (all indexed). 
 
Are you a member of any genealogical societies?  If so, do they publish a 
periodical? I am a proud member of the North Carolina Genealogical Society. 
They produce an impressive quarterly publication, The North Carolina 
Genealogical Society Journal. There are scholarly and entertaining articles 
included in every issue, as well as scores of transcribed records from 
across the state. Every location and every surname is indexed in each 
issue, and that is where I always start my enjoyment of this publication. I 
have many ancestors from Mecklenburg County, N.C., from pre-Revolutionary 
times to present. The North Carolina Genealogical Society Journal has 
provided me with transcribed records relating to my John McKnitt ALEXANDER 
and Dr. Isaac WILSON that have pointed me to both Mecklenburg County 
courthouse records and to the North Carolina State Archives where I have 



obtained copies of corroborating documents. By reading The North Carolina 
Genealogical Society Journal, I have discovered many different types of 
records I had no idea existed. Therefore, the journal has been extremely 
educational as well as having provided contacts with archives. 
 
I also am a member of the Olde Mecklenburg Genealogical Society. Imagine my 
surprise early last year when I opened their quarterly and saw my 
great-great-great-great-grandparents' family tree leap off the page! I was 
on the phone the next morning with the Olde Meck to learn the address of 
the woman who submitted the article. They kindly took my name and address 
and passed them on to the author, Sandra Howie. Since that time, Sandra and 
I have exchanged letters and documents, and she graciously made several 
rolls of cemetery photographs in N.C. and N.J. for me.  What a wonderful 
contact! (Thank you, Sandra!) In addition, the society will accept members' 
queries for publication. 
 
Family associations often produce newsletters and quarterly publications. 
Often the back issues of the publication are available for sale. I belong 
to several family organizations. One, for the Weatherly Family, produced a 
quarterly newsletter for ten years before the editor called a hiatus. I was 
able to purchase all forty issues for $100 and was thrilled on receipt to 
find much information about my own family's line. Not only was there 
information included that I had not been able to locate, but details about 
collateral lines. I made contact with several distant cousins whose 
addresses appeared in the articles and queries, and have since exchanged a 
great many envelopes of copies and photos with these new family members. 
 
Another family association to which I belong is the Corry Family 
Association. This group publishes a small family newsletter which helps 
living members maintain contact. They also organize and host a full Corry 
family reunion every other year. Talk about a place to collect information! 
Belonging to these family associations provide a wealth of opportunities to 
make invaluable new contacts with dedicated genealogists and family 
historians. Do you think I'll be at this event? I'm working on my schedule 
already. The last reunion of this sort I attended filled in a lot of blank 
limbs on my tree and in my database. 
 
Do you read newspaper personal ads? If you don't, chances are pretty good 
that someone you know does. If someone placed an ad seeking information 
about their ancestors in your hometown and you have the same surname, 
there's a strong possibility that several of your friends might call you to 
say, "Did you see that newspaper ad today looking for information about 
Joseph Wilson and Lenora Patterson? Aren't those some of your relations?" 
That happened to a cousin of mine and she was able to provide copies of the 
family Bible entries and other papers to a lucky genealogist. 
 
IT'S A WRAP 
 
These are examples of the more common types of periodicals that can help 
you with your research. Through them you can identify new materials to 
provide you with new contacts. Remember, too, that you can post your own 
queries in magazines, other genealogical societies' publications and even 
in newspapers. Just when you think you've run out of research avenues to 
explore, another one often pops up. Use periodicals to make new 
connections. 
 
Happy hunting! 
 
George 
 
P.S. Since this is a periodical too, let me know if you're researching 
HOLDER (SC & GA), SWORDS (SC, GA, & AL), WEATHERLY (AL, GA & TN), 
WHITFIELD/WHITEFIELD (NC), CORRY (GA), MONFORT (GA), WILSON (NC) and 
ALEXANDER (NC). Maybe we can make contact through this periodical. 
<<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>> 
Copyright 1999 George G. Morgan. All Rights reserved. 
"Along Those Lines . . ." is a weekly feature of the Genealogy Forum on 
America Online (Keyword: ROOTS). 
 
The article originally appeared in the Genealogy Forum on America Online. 
You may send e-mail to alonglines@aol.com. George Morgan would like to hear 



from you but, because of the volume of e-mail, is unable to personally 
respond to each letter individually. He also regrets that he cannot assist 
you with your personal genealogical research. 
<<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>> 
Editor's Note: Ancestry subscribers can search over 1.1 million records in 
the Periodical Source Index (PERSI). Created by the Allen County Public 
Library (Fort Wayne, IN), this index catalogs almost 5,000 different 
periodicals, listing every article according to locality, family (surname), 
and/or research method. PERSI is also available on CD-ROM. 
 
PERSI can be searched at: 
http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry/search/persiadvsearch.asp 
 
PERSI on CD-ROM 
http://shop.ancestry.com/ancestry/persourinper.html 
 
======================================================= 



GEORGE G. MORGAN: "ALONG THOSE LINES . . ." 
"Pursuing Periodicals with PERSI" 

======================================================= 
 
Most genealogists historically have spent their research time investigating 
leads obtained from libraries and archives, courthouses, churches, 
cemeteries, and other such places. They've stared at microfilmed census and 
newspaper records until our eyes glazed; combed through probate and tax 
records in strange rooms with little or no climate control; written letters 
to government agencies and archives for copies of birth, marriage, and 
death records; sat for hours reading e-mail from mailing lists to which 
we've subscribed; and searched Web pages for fresh research leads. 
 
Unfortunately, many genealogists miss more than 30% of the published 
material that could open doors for them. How? By not researching 
periodicals. 
 
This week in "Along Those Lines . . ." I want to discuss the PERiodical 
Source Index, also known as PERSI, to quickly locate information about the 
vast body of periodical articles, both past and present, published in the 
United States and Canada, and others published around the world.   
 
PRELIMINARIES 
 
The Allen County Public Library in Ft Wayne, IN, has become one of the 
finest genealogical libraries in the world. Its collection has made Ft. 
Wayne one of the most visited travel destinations for genealogists, 
probably second only to Salt Lake City in the United States. Among its 
superior holdings is one of the finest collections of periodicals relating 
to genealogy and family history in the world. Michael Clegg led the effort 
to gather and index as many periodicals as possible, and the result is 
PERSI--the PERiodical Source Index. 
 
PERSI is a massive index of articles written about genealogy and local 
history. It cites U.S. and Canadian materials written in English and French 
since 1800, with some additional materials going back into the 1700s and 
additional foreign materials. PERSI includes articles from almost 5,000 
different periodicals, and is arranged in several index arrangements: 
locality, surname, and record type (or research area). 
 
PERSI has been around for some time, and has been most commonly found in 
larger public, academic, and genealogical libraries whose budget 
accommodated the purchase of the massive printed volumes (32 at last 
report) or microfilmed version. In 1997, the Allen County Public Library 
Foundation and Ancestry.com, Inc., joined together to produce PERSI in a 
database format, available on a single CD-ROM. Finally, PERSI was available 
in a fully searchable database at a price that smaller libraries and 
individuals could afford. In addition, the commitment was made that PERSI 
would be updated annually, and in 1998 the upgrade version 2.0 CD was made 
available.   
 
Now, there is a new 1999 version of PERSI available with another 200,000 
citations. It includes: 
 
~ More than 1.3 million index entries; 
~ Nearly a half-million articles dealing with specific families or 
surnames; 
~ Over 18,000 articles on how to do genealogy research; 
~ Search for names, places, events or research topic; and 
~ Index includes title, periodical, volume and issue, date and 
bibliographic code for each article. 
 
PRACTICAL PERIODICAL PERUSAL 
 
The PERSI database is contained on a single CD-ROM. It is presented and 
searchable using a product called Folio Bound VIEWS, a powerful database 
management tool. As mentioned before, PERSI is searchable in a variety of 
ways. Let me give you three examples of how I quickly located information 
for several of my own ancestors using these various index arrangements and 
adding keywords. 
 



First, I performed a simple search for the surname, ALEXANDER. By clicking 
on the Search button on the tool bar, and selecting the "Search the Surname 
Section by Surname," I was presented with a window in which I entered 
'alexander' and a search was performed as I was entering the letters. There 
were 562 matches. I could have clicked OK to go to the search results list 
and use the Next and Previous and Backtrack navigation buttons to move 
quickly through the records. The 562 records were, though, far too many to 
review.  
 
Since I knew the location I wished to search, I started a new search for 
'alexander' and this time entered the words 'north carolina.' By the time I 
finished typing, the search had narrowed the total records to 56, a much 
easier group to review. I clicked OK and was taken to the search results 
list. Next, knowing I was seeking information about John McKnitt Alexander, 
I revised my search to the surname 'alexander' and used a keyword 'mcknit' 
hoping to find an article citation. Sure enough, there were two: one titled 
"James Alexander-Marg. Mcknitt Fam., Maryland" from the periodical 
"Maryland Connections Queries", Volume: 7 Number: 5 (July 1997), and 
another titled "John Mcknitt Alexander, North Carolina" in the "Daughters 
of the American Revolution Magazine", Volume: 86 Number: 5 (May 1952). It 
was the second article that was of most interest to me, so I clicked on the 
hotlink to the DAR magazine, and it gave me a complete 
bibliographic/library citation for the article AND a list of all the 
libraries holding this periodical. (A click on the library hotlink provides 
a pop-up window with the address of the library.) 
 
With the information I gathered, which is printable or can be copied and 
pasted into a word processor document, I can now contact a library to 
request a copy of the article in question. 
 
In another instance, I wanted to see all the articles indexed relating to 
Floyd County, GA. This time, I clicked on the Search button on the tool 
bar, and selected "Search for U.S. & Canadian Articles by Location and 
Keyword." I entered 'georgia' in the State or Province box and 'floyd' in 
the County box and clicked OK. This search produced 303 hits, grouped in 
record type sequence--biography, cemeteries, church, court, directories, 
history, institutions, maps, military, naturalization, obituaries, other, 
school, vital records, and voter. Whew! To narrow the search again, I 
initiated the same search and added the title keyword 'myrtle' in order to 
locate records about the Myrtle Hill Cemetery in Floyd County, GA. This 
search resulted in 11 matches. I clicked on OK and began reviewing the 
search results, using the navigation buttons. Again, when I located a 
record I was interested in, I could print that record, look at the list of 
libraries holding a copy, highlight the record, or add a bookmark so I can 
return to it later. 
 
Finally, I was aware of a specific article about my 
great-great-grandfather, Dr. Isaac Wilson. Therefore, my next search was 
made using the "Search Article Titles By Keyword." Here, I entered 'wilson 
isaac' and there were 19 matches. When I added 'dr' to the other two 
keywords, there was only one match. I clicked OK and there was the title: 
 
Surname: Wilson 
Article Title: Isaac Wilson (Dr.), North Carolina  
Periodical: Kinfolk 
Volume: 7  
Number: 1 (June 1989) 
 
This was a match! Quick, easy, efficient, and placing the power of 
searching over 1.3 million records at my fingertips almost instantly. 
Certainly there are other search options, and the PERSI database is easily 
searched using any of these options. 
 
PURCHASING PHOTOCOPIES? 
 
You can order copies from the libraries listed. The Allen County Public 
Library handles a huge number of these inquiries. They have an online order 
form at their Web site at: 
http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/database/graphics/order_form.html 
You can print it, and fill in the title of the article, the title of the 
periodical, the code (from the citation page), the volume, number, month 



and year. The form provides an address for the Allen County Public Library 
Foundation and ordering and payment instructions. Turnaround time is stated 
as 6-8 weeks. Other libraries will have other rates, ordering instructions, 
and turnaround times, so you should check with each one. 
 
PROCURING PERSI 
 
PERSI is a superior research tool for locating available periodical 
sources. The new 1999 release of PERSI has just been released and is bigger 
than ever. Previous users can upgrade, and new users can get it now at a 
20% discount in the Ancestry.com Store at: 
http://shop.ancestry.com/ancestry/perpersourin.html 
(Editor's Note: See today's product specials and get $20 off the retail 
price.)  
 
For subscribers to the Ancestry.com databases, the new 1999 release of 
PERSI was loaded on the Web site yesterday. 
 
PERSEVERE WITH PERIODICALS 
 
With more and more resources becoming available electronically, our 
research opportunities continue to expand. Having PERSI available on CD-ROM 
makes periodicals research a snap, and the price for such a vast electronic 
reference work now puts it within the reach of many libraries and 
individuals. 
 
If you haven't investigated the magazines, journals, and other genealogical 
periodicals indexed by PERSI, you may just be missing the most important 
clues available for some of your family history research. They may provide 
you with new leads to help you break through some dead ends. I've located 
articles through PERSI that helped my research. I'm sure you will too. 
 
Happy hunting! 
George  
<<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>> 
Copyright 1999 George G. Morgan. All Rights reserved. "Along Those Lines . 
. ." is a weekly feature of the Genealogy Forum on America Online (Keyword: 
ROOTS). The article originally appeared in the Genealogy Forum on America 
Online. You may send e-mail to alonglines@aol.com. George Morgan would like 
to hear from you but, because of the volume of e-mail, is unable to 
personally respond to each letter individually. He also regrets that he 
cannot assist you with your personal genealogical research. 
 
George is also the author of "The Genealogy Forum on America Online," which 
is available in the Ancestry Online Store at: 
http://shop.ancestry.com/ancestry/genforonamon.html 



======================================================= 
1999 RELEASE OF PERSI IS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 

<<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>> 
======================================================= 

Ancestry has announced the expansion of the Allen County Public Library's 
PERiodical Source Index (PERSI), one of the most important resources 
available to members of Ancestry.com.  
 
PERSI is a subject index of genealogy and local history periodical articles 
written in English and also French-Canadian since 1800. The collection 
includes literature dating from the 1700s, although the collection before 
1800 is less complete. This "work-in-progress" grew last year by more than 
200,000 citations, bringing the total to more than 1.3 million. The index 
catalogs more than 5,000 total titles, listing every article according to 
locality, family (surname), and/or research methodology. The current 
printed volume contains 30 bound volumes. Once an appropriate citation is 
located, users can follow a link from the citation to information about the 
publisher of the periodical. If the publisher no longer exists, users are 
encouraged to check their local library or historical society for 
availability of the periodical. Users may also contact the Allen County 
Public Library, which owns a copy of each periodical indexed in PERSI, for 
photocopies of articles.  
 
"Prior to 1997, PERSI was only available in print or on microfiche and sold 
for nearly $2,000, making it practically inaccessible to the average 
genealogist. Consequently, it wasn't very well-known and was very 
underutilized," says Ancestry.com co-founder Paul B. Allen. "Once published 
on CD-ROM and on the Ancestry.com Web site, PERSI became available to 
nearly every researcher and sold in record numbers." 
 
Ancestry.com members can search PERSI online at: 
http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry/search/persiadvsearch.asp  
 
Or you can own your own copy! If you order now, you can save $20 on the CD 
version in a special introductory offer. For details, visit the Online 
Store at:  
http://shop.ancestry.com/ancestry/persourinper.html  
====================================================== 



PERSI 1999 Edition 
 
The Periodical Source Index has been a standard genealogy 
reference for some years. Originally available only as a set of 
printed volumes, PERSI used to cost nearly $2,000. Obviously not 
many people could afford the set. Until two years ago, the only 
practical method of using PERSI was to visit one of the large 
genealogy libraries that were willing to pay the high price for 
the set. 
 
The latest version fills 32 volumes, even the bookshelves required 
to hold the 32 volumes would cost a bit of money. Yet all that 
data is also available now on a half-ounce plastic CD-ROM disk. In 
1997 Ancestry.com partnered with the Allen County (Indiana) Public 
Library to create the first CD-ROM version of PERSI. For the past 
two years, private individuals have been able to use PERSI at 
home. However, new data is being added to PERSI all the time. As a 
result, Ancestry.com is now releasing the updated 1999 version of 
PERSI. 
 
Quoting from the new version's announcement: 
 
    The Allen County Public Library created this huge collection 
    of citations. PERSI is a subject index of genealogy and local 
    history periodical articles written in English and Canadian 
    French since 1800. The collection includes literature dating 
    from the 1700s, although the collection before 1800 is less 
    complete. This "work-in-progress" grew last year by more than 
    200,000 citations, bringing the total to more than 1.3 
    million. The index catalogs more than 5,000 total titles, 
    listing every article according to locality, family (surname), 
    and/or research methodology. The current printed volume 
    contains 30 bound volumes. Once an appropriate citation is 
    located, users can follow a link from the citation to 
    information about the publisher of the periodical. If the 
    publisher no longer exists, users are encouraged to check 
    their local library or historical society for availability of 
    the periodical. Users may also contact the Allen County Public 
    Library, which owns a copy of each periodical indexed in 
    PERSI, for photocopies of articles. 
 
This week I had a chance to use a late beta test version of the 
1999 PERSI and can report that it lives up to its advertising. I 
was warned that this beta test version might have a few bugs but I 
didn't encounter any. I am sure that the production version will 
also work well. 
 
The CD-ROM version is easier to search than the printed version. 
Every word in PERSI has been indexed, meaning that you can find 
every occurrence of a word, phrase, or combination of words in 
seconds. Rather than tediously flipping through a book, hoping to 
find the information you're looking for, you simply tell your 
computer what word you are looking for and within seconds you'll 
see every instance of that word in the book you are searching. 
 
The PERSI CD-ROM requires Windows 3.1, 95, 98 or NT. I tested it 
on Windows NT. Ancestry.com reports that the software will operate 
with as little as 8 megabytes of memory on a Windows 3.1 or 
Windows 95 system. However, 16 megabytes or more is recommended 
for optimum operation. I suspect the software will operate slowly 
on systems with less memory. There is no Macintosh version 
available. 
 
Installation was simple, in the manner of most Windows programs. 
The underlying software is Folio Views, one of my favorites. Since 
I am familiar with other products written with Folio Views, I 
never opened the 31-page users manual that was included with the 
PERSI CD-ROM. However, I suspect that a newcomer to Folio Views 
will also find the software simple and intuitive. When using the 
software an online help section is available at all times. The CD- 
ROM also has an FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) section. 



 
Remember that PERSI is an index. It has more than 1.3 million 
references to articles that have been published in various 
genealogy periodicals. The articles themselves are obviously not 
on the CD-ROM. PERSI includes references to articles from almost 
5,000 different periodicals, and is arranged in four sections: 
Surname Section, Locality Section, Research Methodologies Section 
and a PERSI Bibliography. These sections include references to 
almost a half-million articles dealing with specific families or 
surnames as well as more than 18,000 articles on how to do 
genealogy research. 
 
Once you have found a reference in the index, you need to obtain 
the original article that is cited. While you could contact the 
producers or even the authors of the original article, you may 
find it easier to obtain photocopies directly from a major 
genealogy library. You can obtain these directly from the Allen 
County Public Library as well as quite a few other genealogy 
libraries. The Allen County Public Library has an online order 
form at their Web site at: 
http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/database/graphics/order_form.html 
 
Using the PERSI CD-ROM is simple: type in a name and within 2 or 3 
seconds you are shown a list of all matches. For instance, a 
search on my own surname produced 160 matches. Not all of them 
were for the surname, however. The simple search looks for that 
particular string of characters in the database. Here is one 
typical entry: 
 
    Locality: U.S. States, Georgia, Dodge 
    Record Type: Cemeteries 
    Article Title: Eastman City Cemetery 
    Periodical: Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
                Volume: 12 
                Number: 4 (Winter 1976) 
 
This obviously is a reference to a publication produced by a 
genealogical society and the words "Georgia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly" were highlighted as a link. I clicked on those words 
and the next screen shows all the details required to find a copy 
of that publication: 
 
    Periodical Title: Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
    PERSI Code: GAGQ 
    General Subject Area: U.S. 
    Topics: Georgia 
    Issues per Year: 4 
    Other Titles: 
    Notes:  ACPL Holdings: v.1-1964-ACPL 
    Call Number: OPEN 
    ISSN Number: 
    Other repositories holding this title include: 
    * Allen County Public Library 
    * Family History Library 
    * New York Public Library 
    * State Historical Society of Wisconsin Library 
    * Atlanta-Fulton Public Library (partial holdings) 
    * Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton Co. (partial 
        holdings) 
    * Dallas Public Library (partial holdings) 
    * Library of Congress (partial holdings) 
    * Los Angeles Public Library (partial holdings) 
 
    Publisher: Georgia Genealogical Society 
    Publisher Address: PO Box 54575/Atlanta , GA 30308-0575 
 
Now I not only know about the article, I also know which libraries 
are known to carry this periodical. 
 
The simple search I just described will not be sufficient for 
searches of common names. You can search either by exact spelling, 



wildcard or by Soundex code. The Folio Views software used with 
PERSI allows for searching of an exact phrase as well as searching 
for words that are in close proximity to other specific words. For 
instance, to find all occurrences containing "arrival" and "port" 
where "port" follows "arrival" within ten words, type: "arrival 
port"/10. To see the records containing "arrival" and "port" where 
"port" appears either before or after "arrival" but within five 
words, type: "arrival port"@5. You can also use And, Or, & Not 
operators and wildcard searches. To find records containing either 
the word "land" or the word "deed" in combination with any word 
beginning with "tax", type land or deed and tax*. 
 
The results of searches can be copied to other applications using 
the normal Windows cut, copy and paste commands. You can also 
highlight text on the CD-ROM as well as create bookmarks. As a 
result, it is easy to return to references that you have 
previously marked. Keep in mind that the actual highlights and the 
bookmarks are stored on your computer's hard disk, however. They 
are not "written" onto the CD-ROM, as it is obviously a read-only 
device. If you should later move the CD-ROM disk to another 
computer the highlights and the bookmarks will not go with it. 
 
I am delighted with the new 1999 PERSI CD-ROM. It is one of the 
standard "tools" that every genealogist should have. It is easy to 
use and very fast in its operation. The data on the disk is 
valuable to most any genealogist in the U.S. or Canada. While it 
is primarily aimed at North American researchers, keep in mind 
that it does contain many references to genealogy data in other 
countries. As such, it may be somewhat useful to genealogists in 
other countries as well. 
 
Michael Clegg and his associates at the Allen County Public 
Library are to be congratulated on their release of another high- 
quality genealogy publication. Ancestry.com also deserves a lot of 
credit for making that information available at a reasonable 
price. 
 
The 1999 PERSI CD-ROM retails for $99.95. However, Ancestry is 
offering introductory discounts. You can find out more at: 
http://shop.ancestry.com/ancestry/perpersourin.html 
 
While I have written about the CD-ROM version of PERSI, 
Ancestry.com subscribers will want to know that the 1999 PERSI is 
now available to them online at 
http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry/search/persiadvsearch.asp 
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